
  

 

HOUSE REPUBLICANS: SUPPORTING OUR NATION’S LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Law enforcement officers across the country are facing some of the toughest working conditions in 
years. Many are opting to take early retirement or pursue other careers due to the difficult nature of 

the job and lack of public support. The safety and stability of our local communities depend on robust 
support of law enforcement.  

 
• In 2021, 73 police officers—a record number—were killed in the line of duty while 

carrying out their mission to keep our communities safe.1 

• As of May 1, 123 officers have been shot in 2022, 19 of whom were killed by gunfire.2 

• There have been 25 ambush-style attacks on law enforcement officers this year, which 
have resulted in 39 officers shot, 6 of whom were killed.3  

• Law enforcement retirements nationwide were up by 45% and resignations by 18% in 
the 12-month period that ended in April 2021.4  

o In New York City, over 5,300 NYPD uniformed officers resigned or retired in 2020 — 
a 75% spike over the previous year.5  

o In Chicago, 660 cops retired in 2021, nearly twice as many as in 2018.6  

• According to a study from the Police Executive Research Forum, of police departments 
surveyed, they reported an overall 18% increase in the resignation rate in 2020-2021, 
compared to 2019-2020.7 

• Police departments across the country are struggling to recruit new officers to fill these 
open positions. A nationwide survey from June 2021 found departments are 7% short of 
filling budgeted positions.8 

o Durham, North Carolina is down 14%9 

o Phoenix, Arizona is down 13% 

o Seattle, Washington is down 17% 
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Rise in Crime Stoked by the Far-Left 

• Democrats have spent years defunding, disarming, and demonizing law enforcement.  

• Criminals feel emboldened by the defund-the-police movement while cops are continuously 
restrained by woke politicians.  

• Law enforcement officers across the country have said that progressive prosecutors and a 
pervasive antagonism towards police stoked by the left is contributing to brutal 
increases in violent crime. 

• Anti-police rhetoric has contributed to this dangerous environment and played a major 
role in fueling America’s crime wave.   

Americans Want Good Policing in Their Communities 

• According to a Morning Consult poll, 81% of voters describe crime as a major problem in our 
country. Crime and personal safety are a top concern of 79% of these voters.10  

o 61% would rate the performance of police in their communities as excellent or 
good.11 

o 3 in 4 agree that police officers do their jobs regardless of skin color, gender, or other 
factors.12 

Progressive Prosecutors Are Working Against Law Enforcement 

• Violent criminals are emboldened by progressive prosecutors who don’t enforce the law 
and activist judges who release multiple offenders on no or little bond. 

• Last year, the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department made arrests, conducted 
investigations, and presented evidence in 13,238 cases that the District Attorney’s office 
later rejected because of "special orders," not a lack of evidence.13 
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