
 
 

December 16, 2022 
 

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas 
Secretary of Department of Homeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 
   
Dear Secretary Mayorkas: 
 
We write to convey our concern over the Department’s failure to submit the Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) review and force structure assessment as required 
by law. The legislation requiring this review stemmed from a recommendation from the 
Cyberspace Solarium Commission1 to strengthen CISA and received bipartisan support in 
Congress. We aim to better understand CISA’s current efforts to execute its mission, and 
how the Agency applies its personnel and resources to safeguard the American people from 
physical and cyber risk to the critical infrastructure that underpins our way of life.  
 
As you know, the Department was mandated to conduct this comprehensive review of the 
ability of the Agency to fulfill its mission obligations, as well as a completion of a force 
structure assessment in the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21 
NDAA).2 The law states, “not later than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall submit to Congress a report detailing the results of 
the assessment”. The deadline for submission to Congress was nearly a year ago – January 
2022.  
 
CISA’s mission is to lead the national effort to understand, manage, and reduce risk to our 
cyber and physical infrastructure.3 As the nation’s risk advisor and lead federal civilian 
cybersecurity agency, CISA’s work is critically important to our country. Additionally, as 
the Department’s newest component agency, it is both appropriate and fundamental that you 
provide oversight over the growth, development, and execution of CISA’s relatively nascent 
authority in this space. As the Department overseeing CISA, submitting a baseline 
understanding of the ability of the Agency to fulfill “the missions of the Agency” and a 
“comprehensive force structure assessment of CISA” should be one of your highest 
priorities. These review efforts reflect back on the ability of the Department to effectively 
manage its components and are crucial to understanding CISA’s current ability to conduct its 
mission effectively, as well as its current and future resource needs.  

 
Please detail the Department’s efforts to conduct this review and force assessment and the 
timeline for transmittal to Congress as soon as possible, but no later than January 3, 2023.  
Understanding CISA’s current ability to fulfill its mission and receiving a comprehensive 
review of the personnel and resources required to do so are absolutely paramount for 
Congressional oversight and the security of our Nation. 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Cyberspace Solarium Commission Report: https://www.solarium.gov/report  
2 William M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021:  https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr6395/BILLS-
116hr6395enr.pdf  
3 About CISA: https://www.cisa.gov/about-cisa 

https://www.solarium.gov/report
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr6395/BILLS-116hr6395enr.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr6395/BILLS-116hr6395enr.pdf


 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                                 
 
 
 
John M. Katko          Andrew R. Garbarino       Mike Gallagher  
Ranking Member          Member of Congress       Member of Congress 
 
 
 
 
cc:  
The Honorable Jennifer Easterly 
Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency  
 
The Honorable Robert Silvers 
Undersecretary for Strategy, Policy, and Plans, DHS 
 
The Honorable Iranga Kahangama 
Assistant Secretary for Cyber, Infrastructure, Risk, and Resilience, DHS 
 
The Honorable Christopher Inglis 
National Cyber Director 
 
Ms. Anne Neuberger 
Deputy National Security Advisor for Cyber and Emerging Technology 
 
Ms. Shalanda Young 
Director of the Office of Management and Budget 

 


