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FEMA ADVISORY – MAY 4, 2020         

FEMA Announces $200 Million for the 
Emergency Food and Shelter Program 
FEMA announced that the Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP) National Board will 
allocate $200 million to communities across the country to assist organizations providing 
critical resources to people with economic emergencies, including our nation's hungry and 
homeless populations.  

These funds were appropriated in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act to ease financial 
hardship caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Funding will go to organizations dedicated to feeding, 
sheltering, and providing critical resources to people experiencing, or at-risk of experiencing, hunger and 
homelessness.  In addition to the $200 million supplemental funding from the CARES Act, Congress also 
appropriated $120 million in FY 2019 annual funding to the EFSP. The funding, totaling $320 million, will be 
distributed beginning in early June 2020 to human service organizations assisting those in need throughout the 
country. 

The National Board is chaired by FEMA with representatives from American Red Cross, Catholic Charities USA, The 
Jewish Federations of North America, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, The Salvation Army, and 
United Way Worldwide. The National Board administers the program, establishing its policies, procedures, and 
guidelines. United Way Worldwide, selected by the National Board to serve as its Secretariat and Fiscal Agent, 
carries out the work of the EFSP daily.  

EFSP funding is allocated to qualifying local jurisdictions (counties and cities) based on a formula using the most 
recent national population, unemployment, and poverty data. Each funded jurisdiction establishes a Local Board 
that awards the grant funds to local social service organizations, both nonprofit and governmental, that can best 
address the identified needs of the community. With the FY 2019 and CARES Act funding, and the FY 2020 funding 
of $125 million that is to be allocated to jurisdictions a couple months later, the total aid disbursed in the EFSP’s 
38-year history will be more than $5 billion. 

A state-by-state list of the eligible jurisdictions and allocation amounts is available on the EFSP Website. 

Contact Us 

If you have any questions, please contact FEMA Office of External Affairs, Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Affairs Division: 

 Congressional Affairs at (202) 646-4500 or at FEMA-Congressional-Affairs@fema.dhs.gov 

 Intergovernmental Affairs at (202) 646-3444 or at FEMA-IGA@fema.dhs.gov 

https://www.efsp.unitedway.org/efsp/website/websiteContents/index.cfm?template=latestNews.cfm?LatestNewsNo=1
mailto:FEMA-Congressional-Affairs@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:FEMA-IGA@fema.dhs.gov
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 Tribal Affairs at (202) 646-3444 or at FEMA-Tribal@fema.dhs.gov  

 Private Sector Engagement at (202) 646-3444 or at nbeoc@max.gov 

Follow Us  

Follow FEMA on social media at: FEMA online, on Twitter @FEMA or @FEMAEspanol, on FEMA Facebook page or 
FEMA Espanol page and at FEMA YouTube channel. Also, follow Administrator Pete Gaynor on Twitter @FEMA_Pete.  

FEMA Mission 
To help people before, during, and after disasters. 
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